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SBS IS STILL NOT A
PUBLIC TRANSPORT
SERVICE!

The governament's recent move to
canvert SES from private to 'public'
ownership had caused quite a commoc-
tion in the public though unexpecte.i-
1y {or rahter expectedly) without a:
resistance or even objection from th:
present oyners, Some of us may be d&-
cisved tc think that at last we have
a public transport service and nol a
'Singapore Elood Suckers!'. The art-
icle is an attempt to take a clewar
looik inte this recent devclopment in

‘58S which is supsosedly to chance itfs
imane into a truly 'Public Transport
Service'.

LM M

What a piece of news !

a

The ressons for such

the government are:

ncve Ly

1. To increase the capital of
another $202 million,

585 by

To enable bus workers and
ters a share to SBS »orofit
manacement of SBS5.
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and the

To make these so-called 'ideals'
possible, the Parliament cven went do
the extent of ‘amending the CPF's Biil,
Peonle were now allowed to use the
CPF's saving to invest in a guarantoed
profitable SBS...{As assured by our

S

honourable Minister of Finanmce, HHon
Sui Sen himself.)
The news sparkled a hig Tush for

"fortune' by 2 section of the puilic
{mainly from the hicgher ard higher-
middle income groun) and left the resot
of the population {the majority and
esically from the lower income group:

in a nervous state of uncertainty  of
the .conseguences of this move,
Sed page 2 .
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Continued from page 1.

As claimed, the incrzase in cap-
itel will hdost 595 into a better
trangpnrt service., Howecver, this tune
zeemed to be too familiar !4 s npow!
We btad yet tec ses a betier service

from 5BS! Besides, i:i ic¢ dubicue (with
lkrowledge of its nature) that SES is
sincere in their objectives or perhaps
there are strings behind this wmove,

The quest‘on of Nature
of SBS.

The vory act of letting 585 ehare
irto the stock market only enhance its
profit rating rature than anythinn
else. Who would buy a share if it is
not profitable? Even our yovernment
saems to thinlt so, Tw their statement
they encauraned thke prople {of course
only those who can afford) Yo put in
their life~saving to bHuy the shares

B

Beint a monopoly and the only
mrans of transport for the vopulalion
of Singapere , a profit secking 3BS
would only mean an vcounowmic burden on
the peoples Just as essentialily Lline
housing, educatinn, health, water and
electricity, bus btranspurt must not be
uzad to black mail ihe peonle.

What's behind the ownership?

Since the nature of S38S is a
auestion which wauld affect the maj-~
ority of the populatiun, Lhe governw
{supposedly the people's represanta-
kive) shnuld take direct interest in
it, Durirn the last bus fare hike in
1974, the government was requestnd
te nationglise 58S in the ihtecrest of
the people. They have refused, cue to
the leck of expartise, sp claimed.
gut now it seems that the gavernment
nas the experts and SBS haan't (888§
official statements said:“Without tho
Government Team of £rficers, S6S would
hsve crllapse long ago”.: So why is
the novzrnment not looking into the
guesticn again?

ke change in ownership en-
a~les the large commuting public and
: irvees a chance tz be involwed
T ; malkcinn and management,
alse thc profit ol SBS”
by our filnistor of La-

3 ?ang S5a6n, However, sianle
matheratics nrove the fzllacies o T
sugh statemnnis. Firstlyy how mary of
our 2 miilion population oan Le share-

i f 5387 Seoconcly, bhe ¥0 mi-

sherﬁs sompares ts Lhe

5
ital ot 8BS {ren te nasil:

E )

c:timated to be over 1(0 million dol-
lars) is jusk one-fiftn of the deci-
si.n making, Don't you konow that ma-
jerity wins in s voting? Who owns the
rezi of the four fifths shares? wWill
they allow their policies and mansne-
ment of SBS to bhe arfected?

Why then the ‘sharing’
of ownership?

From the pasgst record, we can only
~neculate what's in stare for us, the
paarers of all consequences of the new
2ille. Following the anrouncosent o 0
ownership, there were alreaidy hints af
another bus fare hike. Perhaps 8 B 5
thiroes to justify the hike by making
the SBS 'Rl lic owred', Now that the
transport is a 'pu:lic' ene, vho then
can we aproal to? Besides, those who
rol the chare would only welcome this
increass as It wmeans more profit and
tirey are not affected by the incroment
{ hey have a conccssion you kiow), And
w..h certain pronie's opinjons in the
piuse topether uith the wsual cock and
iwill steories abput increment in maine
cnancz, the public are forced to sual-
low 1%,

Then with gome emnplcoyeery as
'cosses' of SBS, things can be easier
done due te the disurity and conflict
in interc.t betuecn shareholding work-
ors avd ordinary workers.

In Conclusion.

It louks as if it's anolher doom
tiny Tor those taking bus in Singapare.
tut ever if some of un dernide to take
o alternatives such as cycling or ev-
en joguning, the real boss of 58S still
want ib,squeezg out profit from us.
ihe whole issue of making SBS 'publig-
owned' is just a cover te blur and di-
cart what is coming up next -~ angther
l'us fare hike and perhaps shortening
af the routes,
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Can you still remember what hapncnad when SBQEEonduoted the survay
for the introduction of feeder service in Toa Payoh? -- Well, they sent
out tens of thousands of survey forms, but what they got back was less
than S00. And out of this 500, more than ninety-five percent rejected
the implementatinn of the foedocr service.

How can you imagine what ulil heppen if a similar survey is carried
out in Jurong? Woll, at least tho S5 bosses knew, and that is why Jurong
feoder service was implomonted without carrying out any survey, (I think
the 5BS bosses must bs thinking that it is useless to look democratic
when they can't get things done in that way. And furthermore, who cares
about the people opinionsy they got no way to protest or boycott the
5BS, )

With the imnlementation of feeder service, all those buses (12 ser~
vices) that used to go &0 Jurong from various parts of our island will
how have to terminate at the Jurong Intsrechange., As the distance is re~
duced slightly (from the Interchange to our work place) most of us still
have to pay the same fare to resach the interchange and an extra fare
20 to 40¢ to travel in and out of Jurong, Not only do we have to pay
more, most of us even have to spent wmore time especially for those who
took direet bus to work in the past,

.:az‘, 5o & wep ?,,;, CF e .

Howcucr, the fo edcr gorvice Twill benc;1tbe neG Qf us who used to
take twe trips and because of the cuncentretidh of bus services at the
intcrchangey it becumes casier and less time cansuming. Some lucky cnecs
may bo able to save tuenty cents per deay but it must be stressed that
they are the minority. But, somchow, the Straits Timas is always able to
get people who tan do impossible thing to be interviewed, And this time,
the intorviewed one said that he is able to reduce his fare from $1.80
to 31.20, How the hell he does it, only he knows.

"‘&xf?.:o.ii .; Lare ele eater
Although the fecder serv;dé has it aduantages but the disadvcntages
clearly outweigh the advantages and is affecting a great number of people.
And at present they are planning to do the same thing in Bedok Mew Town

and Ano Mo Kio and lastly Tua Payshi,
C&A :-vu Ev’ ﬁ @ !‘Mitd‘}-

In fact the 1ntroduct10n of the. foceder service is one of the wzay SBS
can incrsase their already huge p““Tit If we are gaing to. just keep
guiet then we will always be the victims bf the big bully 'sps?,
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The 1974 bus-fare hike has brougnt about nuch hardeiip to the
general public in Singapore, especially the lower income  roup. As
if this, not enough, the SBS has again anncunce:another bus-fare
hike to be implementcd on the 1st of July '78. As speculated, this
will result in greater hordship on the livelihood of thousands of
people vho depend on bus as their only means of transportation. For
mony €f  § Wy travel to work, we may have to pay as much as 20£ to
L4O£ nmore per day or $6 per doy to $12 per nonth, For those who have
to change bus, it could easily odd up to 60€, per day or §18 per month,
not forgetting that the present bus-farc rate is already high enougi.
ﬁtudcnts, too, have to pay an extra §$2 for their monthly season tic-
ets.

5y & 2 REASONS

e Bree that bus workers should be given better pay and work-
ing conditions. But the bus coipany should not use this as an excuse
for increasing bus~fare. A more equitable fare structure is also un-
necessary, considering the hardshkip it will bring to the people. The
important question to consider is not whether the fare structure is
;quitable or not for people still have to pay more for their bus-

are,

The buying of new buses will actually bring about more profits
to the SBS. As such, it is extrecmely unfalr to linke the public pay
for the capital infrastructure of the conmpany. Investment as such
should be put in by the company and its share holders who are enti-
tled to the profits, NOT the genercl commuting public.

An o0il price incrcase (if any) in the near future is.not going
to affect the SBS alone, It will also give rise to increcase in
prices of other coumnodities, A busfare hike nOW, thus, would bring
about nore severe difficulties to the people in times to cone.

SE5U s STAND

—— e e, - P S e

Singapore Polytechnic Students! Union views that the bus-fare
increase on the 1st of July is unjustifiable and unnecessary, con-
sidering the adverse repercussion it will result on the people's
livelihood, especially for the poorcr ones who earn a mere $100
to $400 per month, Bus transport is an essential oscrvices Therefore
it should not be of a profiteering nature, .in order that it can tru-
ly be a service to the peonle,.

PROTEST AGAMNET LBUSFARE INCREASE

AN e e, — o= I T T ey s —— T N

The Union is now organising a campaign to protest against the
bus-fare increasc. A few surveys had already been carried out to
understand iore about the people's feclings towards the bus-fare
hike, The ovirihelning responsc fron the public towards the bur-
voy  haé put the campaign into an cnhcouraging stancce.

On the 26th and 27th of June, the Union will organise student
teams to collecct signatorics from the general public in a petition
to the Ministry of Communication to appcal for the cancellation of
the bus=farc hilke,

Wie also urge all members of the public to attend a "Anti Bus-fare
Hike" Forun to be held on the 28th of June at SPSU Union Housc, 6.30pite
Ropresentatives from the Ministry of Communication and the SBS Manag-
ing Dircctor will be invited to this public Forun.

Plcasc do give us your suggcestions and opinions by contacting
us at thc¢ addrcss below, Ve look forward to your co-opcration
and. pupport.

OUR ADDRESG:
G, PRINCE EDVARD ROAD,
SINGAPORE 2.
2221974
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